
  

 . This Technical Circular and the material contained in it is provided only for the purpose of 
supplying current information to the reader and not as an advice to be relied upon by any 
person. 
. While we have taken utmost care to be as factual as possible, readers/ users are advised to 
verify the exact text and content of the Regulation from the original source/ issuing Authority. 

 

  

 

 

To Whomsoever it may concern  
 
 

Subject: BWM Convention - Now only 0.18% of the world merchant 

tonnage to go! 

 

1. On 7 March 2016 Belgium became the 48
th

 IMO Member State to have ratified the 

International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and 

Sediments, 2004 (BWM Convention). 

 

2. The world merchant tonnage now stands at 34.82%, meaning that only “0.18%” is 

lacking before the Convention requirement of 35% is reached and the 12 month 

period prior to entry into force will commence.  The world merchant percentage 

figure is based on the global tonnage data as of end-February 2016. 

 

3. Owner/manager for which a change in the actual compliant date for all or some of 

their ships might be an option, are encouraged to contact their ship's Flag State for 

information on the potential possibilities related to the individual ship's compliance 

date.  

 

4. The compliance date is in general terms tied up with the first coming renewal of the 

International Oil Pollution Prevention (IOPP) certificate after the entry into force date 

of the BWM Convention.  Even though any change of a ship's survey and certificate 

renewal plan, would involve some additional cost, such step might prove to be 

beneficial if the patch for selecting and installing or retrofitting a compliant and 

suitable Ballast Water Management System is felt uncertain.  

 

5. It should be noted that not all Flag States may allow/grant such options as mentioned 

above. 

 

6. The above is for your information. 

 

 

Enclosure:  Nil 
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Whilst the utmost care has been taken in the compilation of the Technical Information, neither Indian Register of 

Shipping, its affiliates and subsidiaries if any, nor any of its directors, officers, employees or agents assume any 

responsibility and shall not be liable to any person for any loss, damage or expense caused in any manner 

whatsoever by reliance on the information in this document. 

 

 


