
  

 . This Technical Circular and the material contained in it is provided only for the purpose of 
supplying current information to the reader and not as an advice to be relied upon by any 
person. 
. While we have taken utmost care to be as factual as possible, readers/ users are advised to 
verify the exact text and content of the Regulation from the original source/ issuing Authority. 

 

     

 

 

To Whomsoever it may concern  
 

Subject: Delay in Required Software Updates for ECDIS 

 

1. The International Maritime Organization (IMO) subcommittee on Navigation, 

Communications and Search and Rescue (NCSR) has accepted the IHO proposal to 

give all ship owners using ECDIS more time to be able to obtain the correct software 

updates to the new IHO S52 presentation library and has extended the transition 

period for software updates to existing ECDIS for one year to 31 August 2017. 

 

2. This extension means the current IHO Presentation Library edition 3.4 in use on 

existing ECDIS will remain valid until 31 August 2017. From 01 September 2017, all 

vessels will be expected to have upgraded their ECDIS software to the IHO 

Presentation Library edition 4.0 in order to remain compliant. 

 

3. The latest IHO Presentation Library (version 4.0) addresses the issue of frequent 

audible alarms by ECDIS. By providing clear guidance to ECDIS manufacturers on 

ENC objects that will raise an alarm, the IHO has tackled the issue of alarm fatigue on 

the bridge. Also, information such as fairway and anchorage area names now appear 

on screen, with landmarks, lights and buoys viewable via a ‘hover-over’ function.  

 

4. Ship owners / managers are advised to contact their ECDIS manufacturer to start the 

transition to the updated ECDIS Standards, in order to ensure a smooth switchover. 

 

5. The upgrade requirements will vary between different ECDIS makes and models, so it 

is important that owners / managers work together with their ECDIS manufacturers to 

identify the steps that need to be taken for all ECDIS systems across their fleet. 
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Whilst the utmost care has been taken in the compilation of the Technical Information, neither Indian Register of 

Shipping, its affiliates and subsidiaries if any, nor any of its directors, officers, employees or agents assume any 

responsibility and shall not be liable to any person for any loss, damage or expense caused in any manner 

whatsoever by reliance on the information in this document. 

 


