
. This Technical Circular and the material contained in it is provided only for the purpose of 
supplying current information to the reader and not as an advice to be relied upon by any 
person. 
. While we have taken utmost care to be as factual as possible, readers/ users are advised to 
verify the exact text and content of the Regulation from the original source/ issuing Authority. 

To Whomsoever it may concern 

Subject: Acceptance of DOC in lieu of DDOC for Indian ships operating as 

River Sea Vessels or Coastal Vessels  

In accordance with DGS Order 18 of 2013 for Indian River Sea Vessels (RSVs) and DGS 

Order 01 of 2014 for Indian Coastal Vessels (CVs), a Company operating RSV Type 3, RSV 

Type 4 and/or CV of 500 GT and above is required to comply with the provisions of 

Domestic Safety Management Code and have a valid Domestic Document of Compliance 

(DDOC) for the relevant ship type.  

The Directorate General of Shipping has issued Engineering Circular No. 03 of 2015, dated 

02/06/2015, regarding acceptance of DOC in lieu of DDOC for Indian ships operating as 

RSVs or CVs.  

The said circular clarifies that, a Company having a valid DOC for the relevant ship type, 

issued by the Directorate General of Shipping, can also operate RSVs and/or CVs. These 

Companies are not required to have a separate DDOC. 

To maintain the DOC, Company shall continue to operate ship/s of the relevant type, certified 

under the provisions of ISM Code. The Directorate during every annual and renewal audit 

shall verify that the Company has operated relevant ship type, certified under the provisions 

of the ISM Code, for at least three months during the period. 

In case the Company cannot demonstrate compliance with the above requirement and wants 

to operate RSV / CVs only, the DOC has to be surrendered and DDOC for the relevant ship 

type obtained from the Directorate. 

Enclosure: 

1) Engineering Circular No. 03 of 2015, dated 02/06/2015.
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Whilst the utmost care has been taken in the compilation of the Technical Information, neither Indian Register of 

Shipping, its affiliates and subsidiaries if any, nor any of its directors, officers, employees or agents assume any 

responsibility and shall not be liable to any person for any loss, damage or expense caused in any manner 

whatsoever by reliance on the information in this document. 


