
Republic of the Marshall Islands 

MARITIME ADMINISTRATOR 

11495 COMMERCE PARK DRIVE, RESTON, VIRGINIA 20191-1506 

TELEPHONE: +1-703-620-4880   FAX: +1-703-476-8522 

EMAIL: maritime@register-iri.com   WEBSITE: www.register-iri.com 

 

This MSA expires one (1) year after its issuance, unless otherwise noted, extended, superseded, or revoked. 
 

MSD 001 (Rev. Jul/2016) 1 of 2 MSA No. 08-17 
MSA-RA 

 

MARINE SAFETY ADVISORY NO. 08-17 

 

To: Owners/Operators, Masters, Nautical Inspectors, Recognized Organizations 

 

Subject: LOW SULPHUR (0.10%) FUEL OIL TESTING GUIDANCE 

 

Date: 24 February 2017 

 

This Marine Safety Advisory (MSA) supersedes MSA 7-16, which is now revoked. 

 

Please be advised of Low Sulphur Marine Gas Oil (LSMGO) fuel oil testing by port States to 

ensure ships are using fuel with no more than 0.10% sulphur content, in accordance with the 

International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) Annex VI 

requirements. Testing for LSMGO compliance is becoming increasingly prevalent in Emission 

Control Areas (ECAs) in both the United States (US) and European Union (EU). Below, is 

guidance related to these ECAs and the recent experience of the Republic of the Marshall Islands 

(RMI) Maritime Administrator (the “Administrator”). 

 

Current US Policy 

 

Following on from the US Coast Guard’s (USCG) pilot scheme for a voluntary vessel fuel oil 

sampling program during 2016, USCG port State control officers (PSCOs) have begun the strict 

enforcement of LSMGO testing in line with CG-543 Policy Letter 09-01. 

 

Current EU Policy 

 

EU Member States are pursuing the strict enforcement of the use of marine fuel with no more 

than 0.10% sulphur content. For example, the United Kingdom (UK) requires flag States to 

verify that immediate corrective action has been taken by the vessel’s management to bring the 

vessel into compliance, even for marginally non-compliant LSMGO. 

 

These policies are in accordance with the EU requirement that: 

 

.1 Member States, including the UK, must inspect the bunker delivery notes and log books of at 

least 10% of arriving ships; and 

 

.2 Of that 10%, the following percentage of ships should have the sulphur content of marine 

fuel sampled: 

 

a. 40% in Member States fully bordering SOx ECAs 

 

http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cgcvc/cvc/policy/policy_letters/543/CG-543_pol09-01.pdf
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b. 30% in Member States partly bordering SOx ECAs  

 

c. 20% in Member States not bordering SOx ECAs. 

 

See MARPOL Annex VI, Regulation 14, Directive (EU) 2016/802, and Commission 

Implementing Decision (EU) 2015/253). The European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) also 

released helpful guidance for better understanding the sulphur inspections which is available 

here. 

 

RMI Administrator Experience 

 

The Administrator continues to receive reports of LSMGO testing issues. All operators need to 

understand the importance of both receiving sealed bunker delivery samples as well as having 

accepted procedures in place to obtain on-board spot sampling. To this end, the International 

Maritime Organization (IMO) has recently published IMO Circular MEPC.1/Circ.864, 

Guidelines For Onboard Sampling For The Verification Of The Sulphur Content Of The Fuel Oil 

Used On Board Ships, issued 09 December 2016.   

 

The Administrator recommends that vessel operators and Masters have fuel oil sampling plans in 

place should a PSCO request an on-board sample. The plans should ensure that fuel oil be 

sampled or taken from a point that is carefully considered by the Master and crew; where the risk 

of contamination from other fuels and sediments is extremely unlikely in order to provide an 

accurate sample for LSMGO testing. They should also address the ship’s representative (i.e., 

Master) retaining and securing the one (1) spot sampling container that must be given to him or 

her under Article 6 of EU Decision 2015/253. 

 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32016L0802&qid=1487871181117&from=en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2015.041.01.0055.01.ENG
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2015.041.01.0055.01.ENG
http://www.register-iri.com/forms/upload/Sulphur%20Inspection%20Guidance_1%20June%202015_Sulphur%20Committee.pdf
http://www.register-iri.com/forms/upload/MEPC.1-Circ.864.pdf

