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Bngineering Circular No. 5 of 2018
FileNo.ENG/OPP-MARPOL-38(5)/04-pt. II Dated:14'n December. 2018
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l. Purpose:
guidance to the Indian shipping companies
demonstrate compliance with the provisions
ion 14.

2. Application:

This circular is applicable to:

_"1 A11 seagoing Indian ships registered under Merchant Shipping Act, 195gb) All bunker suppliers registered with GoI in accordan". *tin regulation 1gMARPOL Annex VI.

3. Introduction:

a 0.50% max limit of the sulphur
any type of combustion machinerv
from 1 Januar5r 2O2O, down from

has been since'1 January 2ot s,i.e. o. r[i: #ffiS""?:lji'",1ftt :'#Lil' as it

The date of 1 January 2o2o was set in the regulations adopted in 2oo3. Howevera review provision was included in Re
IMO to review the availabilitv of low
Member States determine whether
emissions from internationa_l shippine

Sulphur fuel oil



availability was entrusted upon Ctr Delft by IMO and based on the report of the
Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC 70), in October 2016 decided
that the 0.50% limit shall apply from 1 January 2020.

Further MEPC 73 held between October 22-26th, 2OIg adopted resolution
MEPC.305 (73) which amends regulation 14 of MARPOL Annex VI and the form
of the Supplement to the IAPP Certificate to prohibit the carriage of non-
compliant fuel oil for combustion purposes for propulsion or operation on board
a ship. The carriage prohibition does not apply to ships employing an alternative
a-rrangement (e.g. exhaust gas cleaning system) approved under regulation 4.1 of
MARPOL Annex VI which is annotated in the Supplement to International Air
Pollution Prevention certificate. This carriage ban enters into force on 1 March
2O2O on using non-compliant fuel oil for propulsion or operation on board a ship
as per resolution MEPC.280 (70). The ban on carriage does not apply to carriage
of fuel oil with sulphur content>O.5o/o rrrlm as cargo. The O.5O% sulphur limit
requirement will be enforced globally by Statutory authorities and locally by
Indian Maritime Association.

t
4. Requirement:

Regulation 14 states that "The sulphur content of any fuel oil used on board
ships sha-ll not exceed 0.50% m/m on and after 1 January 2o2o". The
interpretation of "fuel oil used on board" includes use in main and auxiliary
engines and boilers. This Regulation prohibits carriage of fuel with sulphur
content more than O.5% on board ships onlalter l"t March 2O2O and it applies
to all ships.
Further as on date, it should be noted that though carriage of more than 0.5%
Sulphur Fuel oil is allowed till 1.t March 2O2O, sarne cannot be used on ships
onf alter 1"t Januar5r 2O2O.
The 'equivalent' compliance mechanism is permitted by MARPOL Annex VI,
Regulation 4 and includes exhaust gas cleaning systems. EGCS will allow higher
sulphur fuels (>O.SOohlr'lln;.) to be burnt, with the excess sulphur'scrubbed'out
of the uptake exhaust gas. The prohibition on the carriage of non-compliant fuel
oil is not applicable to ships htted with such 'equivalent'means of compliance.
In the event a compliant fuel oil cannot be obtained, Regulation 18 of MARpOL
Annex VI currently provides that a Party to MARPOL Annex VI can request
evidence outlining the attempts made to obtain the compliant fuel, including
attempts made to locate alternative sources. When a ship is visiting a por! where
the operator cannot purchase compliant fuel oil due to non-avaitiUitity, ttre
operator is to notify the ship's Administration and the next destination port
authority.

5. Interpretation:
The interpretation of the MARPOL Regulation 14 is that in case of non-
availability of residual fuel oil with Sulphur content not exceeding O.So/ornf m,
but availability of other grades of fuel oil such as gas oil, distillate f,rel etc. with
Sulphur content not exceeding 0.5% mlr.rl, the same will not be considered as
non-availability of O.5o/o Sulphur fuel oil as defined in Regulation 18 of MARpOL
Annex VI.



6. Responsibility of Ship Owners:
ISM code requires companies to assess all identifred risks to its ships, personneland the environment and establish appropriate safeguards. To meet thisrequirement all companies are stron a ship specificimplementation
sulphur content to tuel oil with
B7B_ Guicrance MEPC' ll circ'
consistent imple on Plan for the

The ptan 
"orid be complemented with a record of actions ,*.f;?i#ffiY"order to be compliant by the applicable date.It may be noted that adminiiirations and port State control authorities mayconsider ship implementation plan as an evidence of due diligence by the shipowner when verifying compliance with 0.5% surphur rimit ."qri-..-.rr,.

7. Ships.which decide to implement equivale
t or shlps intending to use an Exhaust Gas r someor all of its fuel oil combustion machinery, MEPC.259(68)- 2015: Guidelines for llxhaust "Cas 

cleaning and following must beavailable on board:
' Sox Emissions compriance pran (sECp) approved by R.o. on beharf of Flagadministration detailing the method of compliance for all fuel oil combustionmachinery insta_lled on board.. SOx Emissions Compliance Certihcate (SECC) issued by R.O. on behalf ofFlag Administration.
o EGCS Technica_l Manual

for Scheme B (ETM-B) as
Administration

o An onboard Monitoring Manual
Administration.

for: S.cheme A. (ETM-A) or EGCS Technical Manual
applicable duly approved by R.O. on beha-tf of Flas

(OMM) approved by R.O. on behalf of Flag
. EGC Record Book or Electronic Logging System."wash water resurting from exhaust gas creaning systems shall not bedischarged into the sea, incruding. encrosed ports, 

-h"rbor." 
and estuaries,unless the wash-water meets the ciiteria set ort i.r'R."olution MEpc, 25g(6s)adopted on lSthMay 201s and also applicable to rocal reguration.

8. Responsibility of approved Bunker
The Bunker supplier should ensure
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be retained in records.
Further fuel with sulphur content more than Q.5% shall be supplied to ships
(Indian & Foreign Flag ships not fitted with EGS) in Indian coastal wateqs by
approved Bunker suppliers only with the prior approval of the directorate.
The request for the same is to be forwarded to psc-dF.@niq.in by concerned
ship operators/companies and not Bunker suppliers.

9. This circular is issued with the approval of Competent Authority.

Enclosures:
1. MEPC. l/Circ. 878 - Guidance on the development of a Ship

Implementation'Plan for the consistent implementation of the 0.50% sulphur
limit under MARPOL Annex VI.
2. MEPC. llCirc. S7s/Add.l - Guidance on best practice

suppliers for assuring the quality of fuel oil delivered to ships.
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