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Circular Letter N0.4204/Add.8
14 April 2020

To: All IMO Member States
United Nations and specialized agencies
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status with IMO

Subiject: Coronavirus (COVID-19) — Video meeting with port State control (PSC)
regimes
1 The Secretary-General wishes to advise that a video meeting with 10 port State

control (PSC) regimes was held on 8 April 2020 with a view to promote harmonized action,
assistance and a pragmatic approach with respect to PSC inspections at this time of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The meeting agreed a joint statement, as set out in annex 1.

2 This circular letter also contains the statements and/or relevant temporary guidance
issued by the Vifia del Mar Agreement, the Caribbean, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean, Paris
and Tokyo Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs), as well as the United States Coast Guard
as a national regime in relation to PSC activities in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, as set out
in annex 2, which may be amended or updated from time to time.

3 Member States and other stakeholders are invited to bring the contents of this circular

letter to the attention of all concerned, especially flag Administrations and port State and
coastal State authorities.
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ANNEX 1
JOINT STATEMENT

VIDEO MEETING OF PORT STATE CONTROL REGIMES
TO OPEN A GLOBAL COMMUNICATION CHANNEL ON PSC INSPECTIONS
DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

At the invitation of IMO Secretary-General Mr. Kitack Lim, the 10 port State control (PSC)
regimes, namely the United States Coast Guard, the Vifia del Mar Agreement and the Abuija,
Black Sea, Caribbean, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean, Paris, Riyadh and Tokyo Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs) on PSC, came together in a video meeting on 8 April 2020, opening a
global communication channel on PSC inspections during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The world in its entirety can feel the consequences of this crisis, which is impacting the supply
chain at an unprecedented scale by creating international trade disruptions. This was also
highlighted in the outcome of the March 2020 Virtual Summit of G20 Leaders on COVID-19.
The respective roles of flag States and port States to solve this crisis, in terms of supporting
maritime trade, are paramount, and can also be significantly assisted by the industry. At the
same time, the safety of life at sea, the protection of the marine environment and the respect
of seafarers as key workers must remain shared priorities, having also noted the release
on 7 April 2020 of the ILO Information note on maritime labour issues and coronavirus
(COVID19)".

Individual flag and port States, through the efficient coordination and support of regional PSC
regimes, have already adopted and implemented relevant measures and have circulated
guidance to address current challenges. Inspection regimes are already guided by
self-determined practical, pragmatic and flexible approaches. IMO appreciates the positive and
constructive role of PSC regimes in a full spirit of cooperation of all actors confronted with
this unprecedented crisis. As part of the outcome of this meeting, a compilation of existing
guidance developed by PSC regimes is initiated, with a view to global harmonization of these
practices, as an annex to this circular letter, and will be maintained on the IMO website.

In this context, the meeting reviewed emergency response and measures taken by the
Organization, as a whole, to ensure no disruption to sea trade supply chains, including, the
flow of vital medical supplies, critical agricultural products, and other goods and services. Such
measures are critical to support the health and well-being of all people, taking into account the
impact of delays for surveys, inspections, audits and onboard service, and renewal or
endorsement of certificates of seafarers as well as ships. A "pragmatic, practical and flexible"
approach is being recommended, recognizing that exemptions, waivers and extensions to
certificates have been granted by many flag States and information thereon has been
circulated by IMO. PSC regimes urged that such practices be standardized and harmonized
and called on IMO to support the development of related guidance.

The meeting was a timely opportunity to raise some of the specific concerns the nine
intergovernmental organizations, in consultative status at IMO, may have in these challenging
times. In order to ensure proper follow-up and remedial action, IMO is committed to maintain
and to enhance this communication channel in the context of the current crisis, initially.

All participants agreed to promote, as echoed and amplified by such a meeting, the value of
the prevailing spirit of cooperation and, the importance of a better understanding of the issues
being faced by all actors, including PSC regimes, and the development of sensible, practical
and unified solutions, in the true spirit of our "voyage together".
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https://www.ilo.org/global/standards/maritime-labour-convention/WCMS _741024/lang--en/index.htm
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ANNEX 2
STATEMENTS AND/OR RELEVANT TEMPORARY GUIDANCE ISSUED BY THE UNITED
STATES, THE ACUERDO DE VINA DEL MAR AND THE CARIBBEAN, INDIAN OCEAN,
MEDITERRANEAN, PARIS AND TOKYO MOUS

United States
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Acuerdo de Vina Del Mar
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Caribbean MoU
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Indian Ocean MoU
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Mediterranean MoU
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Paris MoU
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the ship has a plan that covers how the ship will be brought back in compliance with
the requirements.

Whether an inspection takes place remains the decision of the port State. A vessel
can be considered self-isolating only if there are no ship-shore interfaces.

The temporary guidance may be reviewed, as appropriate, to keep aligned with the
rapidly successive developments of the COVID-19 virus and future initiatives by
relevant stakeholders.

The Paris MoU wishes to express its solidarity with the international shipping sector
and the seafarers at this difficult time.
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Tokyo MoU
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