Technical Circular

No..  012/2022 Date: 28" February 2022

Subiject: AMSA Marine Notice No. 04/2022 Req. Safe Handling of Hatch
Covers.

1. Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) has informed that they continue to
identify deficiencies in hatch covers, mostly as a result of lack of maintenance or
improper operation. Some of these include unsafe securing — or no securing at all — of
hatch covers, whilst the hatch covers are either partly or fully opened.

2. The common finding in these situations is not following manufacturer’s instructions
during operations. Additionally, defects pertaining to poor maintenance of hydraulic
systems that are critical to hatch cover operation have also been identified.

3. In view of above, AMSA has issued Marine Notice No. 04/2022 to raise awareness of
the importance of the safe operation and maintenance of hatch covers and related
equipment on board vessels and has provided following recommendations;

a. On vessels fitted with hatch covers, the SMS should include:
i. A Risk Assessment for opening / closing of hatch covers & working in cargo
hold;
ii. Instructions & procedures to ensure the safe operation of hatch covers and
associated equipment; and
iii. Defined levels of authority and lines of communication between shipboard
personnel when such operations are being undertaken.

b. Training and Instructions to Seafarers:
i. Seafarers must be trained & provided with instructions for safe operations and
maintenance of hatch covers.
ii.  Training should include instruction in the correct operation of the specific type of
hatch covers on the vessel;
iii.  The risks posed by incorrect operation of the hatch covers; and
iv. Maintenance of the hatch covers in accordance with manufacturers’ guidelines.

c. Safe working practices should always be emphasized including:
i.  Ensuring hatch covers are secured at all times, whether in an open or closed
position, unless they are being operated:;
ii.  Keeping personnel clear of moving or pressurized machinery; and
iii.  Safe working at height practices when working near an open hatch cover.

. This Technical Circular and the material contained in it is provided only for the purpose of
supplying current information to the reader and not as an advice to be relied upon by any
person.

. While we have taken utmost care to be as factual as possible, readers/ users are advised to
verify the exact text and content of the Regulation from the original source/ issuing Authority.




d. Communication:
Communication among seafarers is important for safe hatch cover operation. Co-
ordination between vessels’ crew and ensuring there is a culture onboard for crew to

speak up when they see something unsafe, can help prevent these types of serious
incidents.

4. Owners/operators and masters are advised to be guided by above.

Enclosure:

1. AMSA Marine Notice 04/2022.

Whilst the utmost care has been taken in the compilation of the Technical Information, neither Indian Register of
Shipping, its affiliates and subsidiaries if any, nor any of its directors, officers, employees or agents assume any
responsibility and shall not be liable to any person for any loss, damage or expense caused in any manner
whatsoever by reliance on the information in this document.
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Safe handling of hatch covers

This marine notice aims to raise awareness of
the importance of the safe operation and
maintenance of hatch covers and related
equipment on board vessels.

AMSA has received reports of serious incidents,
including fatalities, involving hatch covers on
board ships.

During inspections, AMSA continue to identify
deficiencies in hatch covers, mostly as a result of
lack of maintenance or improper operation.
Some of these include unsafe securing — or no
securing at all — of hatch covers, whilst the hatch
covers are either partly or fully opened. The
common finding in these situations is not
following manufacturer’'s instructions during

operations. Additionally, defects pertaining to
poor maintenance of hydraulic systems that are
critical to hatch cover operation have also been
identified.

The International Safety Management Code
(ISM Code)

The ISM Code sets out safety objective

requirements for safety management systems

(SMS).

On vessels fitted with hatch covers the SMS

should include:

- a risk assessment for opening and closing
hatch covers and working in cargo holds;

- instructions and procedures to ensure the
safe operation of hatch covers and

associated equipment; and

- defined levels of authority and lines of
communication between shipboard personnel
when such operations are being undertaken.

Training and instructions to seafarers

Seafarers must be trained and provided with
instructions for safe operations and maintenance of
hatch covers. Training should include instruction in
the correct operation of the specific type of hatch
covers on the vessel; the risks posed by incorrect
operation of the hatch covers; and maintenance of
the hatch covers in accordance  with
manufacturers’ guidelines.

Safe work practices should be always emphasized
including:

e Ensuring hatch covers are secured at all
times, whether in an open or closed
position, unless they are being operated;

e Keeping personnel clear of moving or
pressurized machinery; and

e Safe working at height practices when
working near an open hatch cover.

Communication

Communication among seafarers is important for
safe hatch cover operation. Co-ordination between
vessels’ crew and ensuring there is a culture
onboard for crew to speak up when they see
something unsafe, can help prevent these types of
serious incidents.

Reporting

All incidents must be reported to AMSA at
reports@amsa.gov.au. See AMSA’s website for more
information on how to submit an incident report.

Further reading
Risk Focus: Hatch Covers (nautinst.org)

Mick Kinley
Chief Executive Officer
21 February 2022

Internet address for all current Marine Notices: www.amsa.gov.au

Page 1 of 1



http://www.amsa.gov.au/
mailto:reports@amsa.gov.au
https://www.amsa.gov.au/vessels-operators/incident-reporting/report-marine-incident
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nautinst.org%2Fuploads%2Fassets%2Fuploaded%2F7ed58f17-3f73-4633-a8c8b37d1cf2c7bf.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CJo.Fisher%40amsa.gov.au%7Cb205e7e042ba49240f4208d9d3f91dcf%7C7d14b92529214d308f2fa6a3c1245f6d%7C0%7C0%7C637773889157086315%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=3t9M2I5hdEyFd1xrh7peZ%2FKZG%2Bi6OBV2ydA%2B9gmBpiA%3D&reserved=0

	Technical Circular No.012/AMSA Marine Notice No. 04/2022 Reg. Safe Handling of Hatch Covers.
	Enclosure:
	AMSA Marine Notice 04/2022.




