
. This Technical Circular and the material contained in it is provided only for the purpose of 
supplying current information to the reader and not as an advice to be relied upon by any 
person. 
. While we have taken utmost care to be as factual as possible, readers/ users are advised to 
verify the exact text and content of the Regulation from the original source/ issuing Authority. 

Subject: Guidance to IACS PR-33: “Owner’s Hull Inspection and Maintenance 

Schemes” 

1. IACS Procedural Requirement (PR-33) “Owner's Hull Inspection and Maintenance

Schemes” has been considered as an IACS focus area for the year 2024 towards

satisfactory implementation by IACS societies on their classed ships. This procedural

requirement requires “Owner's hull inspection and maintenance schemes are to be

encouraged as a means for maintaining compliance with classification and statutory

requirements between surveys.”

2. ISM Code Clause 10: Maintenance of The Ship and Equipment also requires for all ships

under the code that “The Company should establish procedures to ensure that the ship is

maintained in conformity with the provisions of the relevant rules and regulations and

should ensure that inspections are held at appropriate intervals. These inspections should

be integrated in the ship's operational maintenance routine.”

3. To ensure compliance to above requirements of IACS PR 33, ship owners and Managers

are advised to be guided as below:

a. Hull inspections and maintenance schemes to be established in ships safety

management system along with assigned responsibility & frequency and be

implemented to ensure that the scheme is kept maintained and any resulting actions

from inspections are being taken satisfactorily in compliance with the rules of the

class society with whom the vessel is classed.

b. The assigned frequency be determined in a manner that these inspections are at least

held between periods of ships class periodical surveys as scheduled by class society

and mentioned in ships class survey status and intervals may be further increased as

determined by the Company.

c. The relevant records of such inspections and maintenance are to be maintained by the

responsible shipboard/company personnel for verification by surveyors. These records

are to be consistent with the actual condition of the vessel and to be made available

for verification during subsequent periodical surveys by class surveyors.

d. This requirement of owners Hull inspections and maintenance scheme for ESP vessels

is already mandated through the ESP code and is being maintained for such vessels.

However, for ensuing compliance with IACS PR-33, all ocean-going vessels even

other than ESP vessels of more than 100 GT are also required to establish and

maintain Hull inspection scheme for satisfactory maintenance of ship’s Hull and thus

         No.: 002/2024 Date: 28
th

 February 2024

Technical Circular 



 

Whilst the utmost care has been taken in the compilation of the Technical Information, neither Indian Register of 

Shipping, its affiliates and subsidiaries if any, nor any of its directors, officers, employees or agents assume any 

responsibility and shall not be liable to any person for any loss, damage or expense caused in any manner 

whatsoever by reliance on the information in this document. 

the strength of the vessels as required by class rules of the society with which the 

vessel is classed and is to maintain records of Hull inspections/maintenance 

undertaken between class surveys undertaken by ship/company personnel. 

e. A sample format of Hull inspection/maintenance record is attached as Annexure for

reference and implementation.

Enclosure: Annexure- Sample format of Owners Hull Inspections 
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Annexure: Sample format of Owners Hull Inspections 

 Owner’s Inspections 

The owner/ manager may use the format similar to the one given below, detail 

the results of their inspections, on all cargo holds / tanks & ballast tanks 

and void spaces within the cargo area and aft peak & fore peak tanks. 

Ships Name:______________ IMO no: ______________ 

Cargo Tank / Hold, 

Ballast tanks, 

Void Tanks, 

Miscellaneous 

other spaces 

Corrosion 

Protection (1) 

Coating 

Extent (2) 

Coating 

Condition (3) 

Structural 

Deterioration (4) 

Hold/ Tank 

History (5) 

1. HC- hard coating, SC- soft coating, SH- semi-hard coating, NP- no protection

2. U- upper part, M- middle part, L- lower part, C- complete

3. G- good, F – fair, P – poor, RC- recoated (during last 3 years)

4. N- no findings recorded, Y- findings recorded (details may be attached)

5. DDDR- damage and repair, L- leakages, CV- conversion (details may be attached)

Name and designation of owners’ representative: 

Signature; 

Date: 
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                         Owners Inspection report 

 

 

Structural Condition 

 

 

For tank No.: _______________       

 

Grade of Steel:          Deck:_______  Side:______ 

                          

                         Bottom:_______      Longitudinal bulkhead:________ 

 

 

Elements cracks Buckles Corrosion Coating 

Condition 

Pitting Modification

/ Repair 

Others 

Deck        

Bottom        

Side        

Longitudinal 

Bulkhead 

       

Transverse 

Bulkhead 

       

  

 

1. Thickness measurements carried out on (date): 
2. Results in general: 

 

3. Repairs considered necessary: (YES/NO)   
If “yes” provide details: 

 

4. Class informed? 
5. Repairs completed satisfactory:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date of inspection: 

 

Inspected by: 

 

Signature: 
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