
  

 . This Technical Circular and the material contained in it is provided only for the purpose of 
supplying current information to the reader and not as an advice to be relied upon by any 
person. 
. While we have taken utmost care to be as factual as possible, readers/ users are advised to 
verify the exact text and content of the Regulation from the original source/ issuing Authority. 

 

  

 

 

Subject: China MSA Inspection Campaign on Enclosed Space Safety (15th January to 

15th October). 

1. China Maritime Safety Administration (MSA) has announced a nationwide Focused 

Inspection Campaign on Enclosed Space Safety. 

 

2. The Focused Inspection Campaign which commenced from 15th January 2025, will 

continue until 14th October 2025, and will apply to all vessels calling any China 

ports, regardless of type, sizes, or flags of the vessels. 

 

3. The purpose of the campaign is to enhance safety for personnel who access “enclosed 

spaces” aboard ships. 

 

4. A maximum of one special inspection will be conducted per ship during the campaign 

period. However, additional inspections may be carried out under specific 

circumstances: 

 

a. If an accident or dangerous situation results from illegal entry into an enclosed 

space. 

b. If significant deficiencies are found in the management of enclosed space access. 

c. If a ship is reported for severe risks in enclosed space entry management. 

d. If the CMSA or Ministry of Transport mandates additional inspections. 

 

5. The Focused inspection will include verification, but are not limited to, the following: 

 

a. Are crew members responsible for enclosed space entry aware of the associated 

risks? 

b. Are the measures in place to permit work for visitors and crew members for 

enclosed space entry? 

c. Is there a list of identified enclosed spaces? 

d. Are the enclosed spaces marked and “for authorized personnel only”? 

e. Are the atmosphere testing devices regularly checked and calibrated? 

f. Are the emergency rescue equipment for enclosed space entry in good 

condition? 

g. Are the personnel familiar with the safe entry and risk assessment procedures for 

enclosed space? 

h. Are the personnel familiar with the operation of safety protective equipment and 

devices? 

i. Is the enclosed space entry and rescue drill in accordance with SOLAS Chapter 

III, Regulation 19.3.3? 

j. Is the SMS related to enclosed space operations effectively implemented on 

board? 
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Whilst the utmost care has been taken in the compilation of the Technical Information, neither Indian Register of 

Shipping, its affiliates and subsidiaries if any, nor any of its directors, officers, employees or agents assume any 

responsibility and shall not be liable to any person for any loss, damage or expense caused in any manner 

whatsoever by reliance on the information in this document. 

6. The above instructions will remain in force during the nine months of the focused 

inspection Campaign on Enclosed Space Safety. 

 

7. Ship owners/ operators and masters of the vessels are advised to be guided by above 

and ensure compliance. 

 

 

Enclosure:  

1. Liberia Marine Advisory 03/2025. 
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Office of 

Deputy Commissioner 

of Maritime Affairs 

THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 
LIBERIA MARITIME AUTHORITY 

 

 

 

28 January 2025 

 
Marine Advisory: 03/2025 

22980 Indian Creek Drive 

Suite 200 

Dulles, Virginia 20166, USA 

Tel: +1 703 790 3434 

Fax: +1 703 790 5655 

Email: prevention@liscr.com 

Web: www.liscr.com 

Subject: China MSA inspection campaign on enclosed space safety 

Dear Shipowner/Operator/Master/Recognized Organization: 

This Marine Advisory is to provide awareness and guidance on the China Maritime Safety Administration’s 

(CMSA) recent focused inspection campaign running from January 15 to October 14, 2025. This campaign seeks 

to enhance of safety for personnel who access “enclosed spaces” aboard ships. 

Requirements 

 

The campaign applies to all ships and waterborne facilities that contain “enclosed spaces.” These spaces are 

defined as having one or more of the following characteristics: 

 

• Limited entry and exit points 

• Insufficient ventilation 

• Not intended for continuous human occupation 

Background 

A maximum of one special inspection will be conducted per ship during the campaign period. However, additional 

inspections may be required under specific circumstances: 

 
1. If an accident or dangerous situation results from illegal entry into an enclosed space. 

2. If significant deficiencies are found in the management of enclosed space access. 

3. If a ship is reported for severe risks in enclosed space entry management. 

4. If the CMSA or Ministry of Transport mandates additional inspections. 

 

Recommendations 

 

The special campaign action plan provides an inspection checklist with the following contents: 

1. Are crew members responsible for enclosed space entry aware of the associated risks? 

2. Are the measures in place to permit work for visitors and crew members for enclosed space entry? 

3. Is there a list of identified enclosed spaces? 

4. Are the enclosed spaces marked and “for authorized personnel only”? 

5. Are the atmosphere testing devices regularly checked and calibrated? 

6. Are the emergency rescue equipment for enclosed space entry in good condition? 

7. Are the personnel familiar with the safe entry and risk assessment procedures for enclosed space? 

8. Are the personnel familiar with the operation of safety protective equipment and devices? 

9. Is the enclosed space entry and rescue drill in accordance with SOLAS Chapter III, Regulation 19.3.3? 

10. Is the SMS related to enclosed space operations effectively implemented on board? 

 

All ships entering Chinese ports regardless of nationality are subject to this campaign. Ship operators must ensure 

that their crew is fully briefed on the campaign and that the ship’s safety management system adheres strictly to 

the relevant guidelines. Crews should also conduct internal self-inspections based on the prescribed checklist. 

mailto:prevention@liscr.com
http://www.liscr.com/
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Detailed guidance on “Entering Enclosed Spaces” is provided in the Administration’s Marine Notice SAF 003 

Procedures for Entering Enclosed Spaces and Enclosed Space Entry and Rescue Drills  

 

 
If you have any questions, please contact our Fleet Performance Department by Telephone 

+1-703-790-3434 or by email to prevention@liscr.com. 

https://media.liscr.com/marketing/liscr/media/liscr/online%20library/maritime/saf-003.pdf
https://media.liscr.com/marketing/liscr/media/liscr/online%20library/maritime/saf-003.pdf
mailto:prevention@liscr.com
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